: CRRBETSLOBOAIEIED €0009-1
Approved For Release 2000/09/08 : Cj!ﬁ%lfglﬁé\{}o}??{d\} RO ( ‘.

N 291966, i il pdiapas

- RADORN IMAGE NO LONGER YSERUL TO WHITE HOUSE
- Budapest ESTX HIRLAP 23 June 1966-<A

~  _{Peter Sereny Article: "News Gommentary--1Changing of the Guard' at the CIA")
CPYRGHT

‘ COT{TTCNCe, ITesident Johnson ennounced that ha-has
accepted "with regret" Admiral Raborn's resignation and has appointed in his
" place Richard Helms as the new director or CIA,

from the scene after barely 13 months in office.. Init;al commentaries therefore
stressed that Raborn was no "expert" and lacked the foreign political knowiedge
necessary for his position. 1In contrast, his successor, the 53-year~old Helms,

the direct deputy for CIA chiefs in recent years, .

did not know this last April, when, to everybody!s surprise, he appointed, of

all people, outsider Admiral Raborn to head the CIA. People in the know in

Woshington then attributed the President's cholce to the fact that Raborn was
ralso a Texan who, in addition, was an influential Johnson agitator in the

airplane company. Thus, with Raborn's appointment, Johnson wanted to kili two :
birds with one stone: Take the wind out of the sails of the congressional oritie
of the CIA, anhd insure through an "1mpartial"'discip11ned thilitary man that the
CIA would not start independent operations with which 1t could stab White Housé
- concepts in the back, o '

~ Raborn really had good connections, primarily in the defense committees of the

" two houses of Congress, which havei never criticized the CIA; but, on the other

. hand, he had to defend it from the Foreign Relations Committee, which has a more

- "liveral" reputation. (By the way, cIA operations cannot be checked on by the’
Foreign Relations Committee,) At the same time, lncreasingly'tehemet attaocks on
a8 broader scale have been leveled at the CIA both in the V.S, Congress and by .
in connection with the fact that the éspionage organization has used severa)
universities as cover organs for some of its operations abroad, . -

; 1t has also come to iight that Presideng Johnson probably intended to foster a

‘ legend by the appointment of a "strong militdry man" a year ago becauseé, although
| 1t 18 true that the OIA 18 some sort of a atate within g state, 1t is also true

. 0f both the White House and the State and Defenss Départménts, The controlling
organ, the so-galled group 54.12, is responsible to the U,8, President himselr,

Thus, it is5 in fact a myth that the CIA can launch operations of world political.
significance without the knowledge of the U,S, Prosident, Yet the establishment
of such a myth as boen undoubtedly advantageous to the White House, occasionally.
cnabling 1t to shift its own responsibiliity dnto the espionage organization,

de facto head without any disguicc to be the de jure head was the obvious'onq'(".
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'-,has worked in the American intelligence network since World War II, and has been

Although this explanation 45 an obvious one, it is probabie that President-JohnSOn-_t

public opinion in recent months. More and more scandals havé erupted-<for examp1.;?f5

" that it is directly and Jointly controlled on the highest level by representatives
0532

Nl

Now that even the hewspapers have rccontly drawn attention to these details, thql.A
image of Raborn in the role of the "strong militery man" and "a factor loyll_ﬁo;;é

"the White liouse™ has begome obsolete. And since Helms has been, in any case, the N
"working direotor” fopr ali practical purpones, Johnson's decision to raise tha,JﬂT)-;li‘
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There are no official reasons given nor why the No. 1 V.8, spy chief had to disappedyr e
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